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This prosperity, however, speedily proved noxious
to the city of Hamburg, till then one of the great
staple towns for the traffic in English woollens.
Seeing its gains passing thus into the hands of
strangers, the city deliberated whether the situation
could not be changed, and whether it would not be
wiser, more lucrative, and altogether better, to open
its own gates to the Merchant Adventurers, conceding
to them a factory, various privileges, and great com-
mercial liberties. Thus it would secure the double
profits arising from their sojourn, and from the com-
merce that passed through.

In 1567, Hamburg put this project into execution,
concluding a formal treaty with the Merchant Ad-
venturers for the space of ten years. It was cautious
at first not to name a longer term. The experiment
was but tentative, as it assured those of its burghers,
who, clinging to the old Hanseatic ideas, opposed the
scheme.

That the project was also opposed by the Hansa
Diet will be easily inferred. Bitter reproaches were
addressed to Hamburg by the Diet held at Liibeck
in 15/2. They were told that they had been guilty
of treason to the common cause. Their delegates
replied with warmth, rejecting this reproach- They
recalled to the memory of their hearers the treaty
of Utrecht which stipulated reciprocity for England,
and they endeavoured to prove that their townsmen
had acted, not only in no spirit of narrow egoism,
but in the interests of the entire League, since in
consequence of their treaty with the Merchant
Adventurers, the export of undyecl cloths from